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Baltimore Washington International Thurgood Marshall Airport

(known as BWI)

By Karen Kratzer, Sponsor Mom
Trust me on this one folks, while there are two other airports in the "Washington DC region", this is the best one to use when it comes to travel time and local transportation options.
 
Southwest Airlines controls over 25 gates at BWI and operates from Concourses A and B. Once a boarding pass has been obtained and luggage has been checked, passengers enter security through either Concourse A or Concourse B. The two concourses are connected once you are past security so it doesn't matter which one is used. There are lots of shops and restaurants including a food court. Baggage for Southwest is on the floor below the new ticket counters and is comprised of baggage claims 1 through 5. Most arriving passengers exit the gate area on the baggage claim level of the airport, not on the ticketing level.
 
If your Mid is stuck in the airport for awhile without a boarding pass for his or her flight common with AMC flights), Southwest is usually good about giving "gate passes" out to military folks that just want to use the food court inside security. Requests need to be made at the Southwest Information counter (enter at ticketing) and they do reserve the right to say "no" if it's a peak travel time and the security lines already look long. Anyone with a gate pass still needs to go through the usual TSA screening but can go through security without a boarding pass in hand.
 
Several airlines occupy the other concourses. Concourse C is used by American, Delta, and Jet Blue. Concourse D has AirTran, Continental, United, Cape Air, and USAir. These concourses have secured (past TSA clearance) areas that are stand-alone so you'll need to make sure 
that you go through the security screening on the right concourse for your flight. There are also shops and restaurants available on these concourses. To reach baggage claim from an arriving flight, passengers need to exit back through security then descend a floor to the baggage claim level. Baggage claims for these airlines are usually as follows:
 
Delta Baggage Claim 6-9
American Baggage Claims 7-9
USAir Baggage Claim 10-12
Continental Baggage Claim 10-12
Cape Air Baggage Claim 10-12
Jet Blue Baggage Claim 10-12
United Baggage Claim 13
AirTran Baggage Claim 14
Air Canada Baggage Claim 13-14
 
 

International travel (British Airways, Air Canada, Air Mobility Command, etc) is on Concourse E / International Terminal. Anyone travelling internationally or via military charter is welcome to e-mail me individually with questions or concerns -- I doubt there is enough general interest on the list to go into detail here. Baggage for pre-cleared Canadian flights arrive on carousels 13-14. All other baggage is claimed prior to clearing customs in a secure area.
 
If you have time to kill at the airport, one good place to go is the Observation Gallery accessed from the back hallway behind the Delta and American ticket counters. There is an exhibit on Thurgood Marshall on the lower level, then a staircase or elevator will take you to the upper level gallery which contains some aviation exhibits, a children's play area, restrooms, and very comfy club chairs with a panoramic view of some of the B and C gates and of a portion of the 
airport runways. You'll often find the airline crews chilling out here between flights. The lounge is not officially open at night, but is sometimes pressed into service as a sleeping area for 
passengers that are stuck overnight at the airport due to cancelled or missed flights.
 
Most food and shops outside of security are located in the back hallways behind the ticket counters. There are full-service (waitress) restaurants located next to the Southwest ticket counters (Duclaw Brewing Co.) and along the back hallway near the entrance to D security (Bill Batemen's Bistro). Also along the back corridor between D concourse and the entrance to the Observation Gallery are Hudson News, Borders, Starbucks, Onsite News, and Subway. There are 
also ATMs, a shoeshine stand, US mailboxes, and Fedex and UPS drop boxes. Travelex currency exchange (located near the entrance to C pier) also sells stamps. There is an M&T bank branch located outside A pier security and all ATMs at the airport (beyond the one in the USO) belong to M&T.
 
BWI is one of the gateways for troops being sent or arriving from overseas. There is a USO lounge on the lower level between Baggage Claim 14 and International that is open from 6 am to 10 pm daily with occasional extended hours when military folks are arriving/departing. The lounge's use is limited to those with military ID (as your Mid will have) or certain DoD identification cards. There have been some instances in the past when an active duty military member has been able to bring in a "guest" but this is officially against policy and they tell me they are cracking down on this violation of the rules. 


The USO lounge is a wonderful facility with free snacks, free internet access (the rest of the terminal has wireless through Boingo pay accounts), free domestic and international calling on cell phones guests can borrow, comfy recliners for napping, a 72 inch TV, and more. Additional major perks of the lounge are the ability to store luggage there for the day (the only place in BWI anyone can do this), copy and faxing service, and a fee-free ATM. If your Mid has a substantial amount of time to wait before checking in for his or her flight, you may want to suggest he or she temporarily stows luggage at the USO and takes the light rail (the BWI stop is out the far end 
of the International Terminal) into the Inner Harbor area of Baltimore for a few hours. It's a good way to pass the time for less than $5 round-trip transportation costs.
 
Enough about the airport itself, time to discuss getting from there to the Yard.
 
All "on-airport" rental car companies are located in a Rental Car facility near the airport. There is a set of free, frequently running, full-size airport buses to take you the 2-3 miles to the building that serves all companies. The location of the bus stops are marked and are on the lower level out doors #1, #7, #11, and #16. The shuttle returning to the airport drops off on the upper level (ticketing) at several points.
 

Without your own car, you have several transportation options: 


Taxi service runs around $65-$70 each way plus tip. There are designated taxi ranks at the airport for trips to Annapolis but you'll have to call one of the local cab companies to pre-arrange a ride from Annapolis to BWI. There are also some private limousine services that will take you directly to your destination. Private Car has booths in the baggage area and charges $79 at last 
check. Several other similar companies will also bring you to the airport and/or meet your flight upon arrival.

 
The next option is a shared ride service. Patrons going to the same general area are grouped to fill the van. The last I heard, "www.supershuttle.com" was around $35 for the first person with $12 each additional person in a prior arranged group for a one-way trip to Annapolis. Go to either of their counters by door #s 3 or 10 in a single group to minimize your costs. They also offer a special rate for Midshipmen only. Another option is http://www.theairportshuttle.com -- they don't have counters inside the airport but rather pick up outside on the baggage level out door #9 and run $39 for a one-way trip for one person.
 
There is also the C60 "North Star" bus (actually a minibus) from Anne Arundel County Transit. The bus stops at the airport are on the outer curbway at either end of the terminal (use Door 2 or Door 17). The stop closest to the Academy is the stadium. Please note that this bus runs once every two hours, doesn't run on weekends or holidays, and ends service soon after 5 pm. The fare is $4 each way and is due to be discontinued due to budgetary cuts.
 
You can also use public transportation beyond the C60 bus. MTA bus #14 picks up passengers at Church Circle and brings them to the Patapsco light rail station. Here's their schedule: 
http://www.mtamaryland.com/services/bus/routes/bus/14%20schedule.pdf 
. You'll then need to take the light rail a few stops south from Patapsco to BWI. Here's their Saturday schedule -- 
http://www.mtamaryland.com/services/lightrail/schedule/Saturday_Light%20_Rail_.cfm 
Other schedules are available 
here: http://www.mtamaryland.com/services/lightrail/schedule/  

You can't get a transfer between the light rail and the bus so you'll need to buy a $3.50 all day transit pass to use this option. The combo runs daily (including holidays) but can take quite awhile depending on time of day and day of week.
 
Additionally, USNA runs shuttle buses (for Mids only) to BWI during some peak times (e.g. Thanksgiving break) for a nominal fee. Your Mid will be told about these. Sponsor families also often offer to shuttle their Mids and/or the Mid's buddies. Upperclass Mids with cars will sometimes offer a ride to a friend or company-mate.
 
If you or your Mid is looking for transportation from BWI to places beyond Annapolis, there are additional public transit options. The light rail system to Baltimore has a stop at BWI located at the end of the lower level of the International portion of the terminal. There are also MTA buses that will take you to the Greenbelt station of the DC Metro system for $3.20/person (soon 
expected to go to $3.85), exact fare required. There is a free shuttle bus to the BWI Amtrak. 

